Concise Minutes - Petitions Committee

Meeting Venue: This meeting can be viewed
Video Conference via Zoom on Senedd TV at:

Meeting date: Monday, 1 November http://senedd.tv/en/12488
2021

Meeting time: 14.00 - 15.12

On site

Attendance

Category Names

Jack Sargeant MS (Chair)

Members of the
Luke Fletcher MS

Senedd:

Joel James MS
Witnesses:

Gareth Price (Clerk)
Committee Staff: Mared Llwyd (Second Clerk)

Kayleigh Imperato (Deputy Clerk)

1 Introduction, apologies, substitutions and declarations of interest

The Chair welcomed Members to the meeting. Apologies were received from Buffy

Williams MS.

2 New Petitions

2.1 P-06-1187 Offer a Covid-19 vaccination to clinically vulnerable children

The Committee noted that all health boards are now inviting children age 12-17 to be

vaccinated, and that the actions called for in the petition are now happening. The

Committee agreed to congratulate the petitioner and close the petition.
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2.2 P-06-1193 Ask the UK Government for permission to hold a referendum on
returning devolved powers

Members agreed that given the First Minister’s response and the role of the

Independent Commission on the Constitutional Future of Wales to explore all options

through engaging the Welsh people, there was little further the Committee could do at

this time. It therefore agreed to thank the petitioner and close the petition.

2.3 P-06-1194 To legislate to give freeholders in new build properties the right to
manage their own estates

The Committee noted that the petitioner is satisfied with the response from the

Minister. It therefore thanked the petitioner for highlighting this issue and agreed to

close the petition.
2.4 P-06-1195 Conduct an independent inquiry into the death of Glyn Summers and

the actions of Coleg y Cymoedd

Joel James MS declared the following relevant interest under Standing Order 17.24A:

He has previously been contacted by the petitioner on this issue.

Members noted the Minister’s response, agreeing that it was difficult to see much
space to progress on an independent inquiry. Members however agreed to arrange a
meeting with the petitioner, to discuss whether there are other elements of their

campaign which could be taken forward.
2.5 P-06-1197 Heart screenings free for all 11-35 year olds who represent their

school or county in sport

The Committee noted that the Welsh Government’s approach to this issue is based on
advise by the National Screening Committee, which does not consider such screening
appropriate at present. However the Committee agreed to write back to the Welsh
Government to share the petitioner’s view and ask them to consider undertaking a

Wales-specific longitudinal study for the reasons outlined by the petitioner.



2.6 P-06-1200 Make horse tethering, with or without shelter, illegal and an act of
cruelty in Wales

The Committee noted that the Minister’s response states that horses are afforded

protection through legislation in Wales and concerns should be reported to the local

authority. However the Committee noted that while horses are afforded protection

through legislation in Wales, the petitioner expresses serious concern about the lack of

enforcement.

The Committee therefore agreed to seek further information from Animal Welfare
organisations regarding this practice in Wales and any concerns about enforcement of

the law.
2.7 P-06-1201 Ban the shooting of critically endangered birds...give them the

protection they so desperately need

Joel James MS declared the following relevant interest under Standing Order 17.24A:

He is a member of British Association for Shooting and Conservation (BASC)

The Committee noted that the Minister has asked for further evidence before taking
any further action, such as considering the removal of species from the red list to
provide protection from shooting, the Committee therefore agreed to write to the RSPB

and other relevant organisations to seek their views on the matter.

2.29P-06-1202 Ban the killing of day old chicks in Wales

Joel James MS declared the following relevant interest under Standing Order 17.24A:

He has previously been contacted by the petitioner.

The Committee agreed to write to seek expert views and further clarification on this

issue, before deciding how to proceed with the consideration of this petition.



2.9 P-06-1205 Invest in flood defences on the Towy in Carmarthen including the
Quayside area

The Committee agreed to write to Natural Resources Wales to ascertain whether there

is a flood scheme being brought forward in relation to the Towy.

2.10P-06-1209 Create a national list of all unpaid carers in Wales

Joel James MS declared the following relevant interest under Standing Order 17.24A:

He knows the Petitioner.

The Committee noted that while the Welsh Government is working to increase
awareness and support, the issue of identifying carers has not yet been resolved. The
Committee therefore accepted the Deputy Minister’s offer to report back following

further discussion by the Ministerial Advisory Group.

Members wished to put on record their thanks to all unpaid carers for their work.

3 Updates to previous petitions

3.1 P-05-954 Petition for a public inquiry by the Welsh Government into the historic
child abuse on Caldey Island

The Committee noted that while there has been some additional information since

December 2020 it doesn’t seem substantial enough to change Welsh Government

minds, it therefore reluctantly agreed to close the petition.

3.2 P-06-1203 Do not roll out Covid 19 vaccine passports for retail, hospitality or
other premises

The Committee noted that given this issue was debated and approved in the Senedd,

and has since been implemented, that there was no further action it could take and

agreed to close the petition and thank the petitioner.



3.3 P-05-1003 Demand an EIA now on the dumping of radioactively contaminated
mud in Welsh waters

The Committee noted that it had discussed the petition on numerous occasions and

that it was also debated in Plenary, and concluded that it was unclear what more could

be done on this issue. It therefore agreed to thank the petitioners and close the

petition.

3.4 P-05-1071 Print the vehicle registration on all drive through fast food packaging

Joel James MS declared the following relevant interest under Standing Order 17.24A:

He knows the petitioner.

The Committee agreed that it was unclear what further actions could be taken on this
issue, noting that there are some actions from the Government to tackle the underlying

problem. It therefore agreed to thank the petitioner and close the petition.
3.5 P-05-1083 Protect leaseholders in Wales from paying for cladding remedial works
The Committee noted that while this issue was not fully complete, it agreed that it had

reached a suitable point to note that work is heading in the right direction. It therefore

agreed to thank the petitioner and close the petition.
3.6 P-05-1073 Create and build a new branch of National Museum Wales dedicated

to Welsh involvement in colonialism

Luke Fletcher MS declared the following relevant interest under Standing Order 17.24A:

He knows the petitioner.

The Committee noted the Ministers response and the progress to date, and that there
will be further steps in the future. The Committee also agreed to thank the petitioner

for the work they’ve done to raise awareness of the issues, and close the petition.



3.7 P-05-1086 Create a National Museum for Welsh Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic

History and Heritage

The Committee agreed to note the Minister’s response and the funding of roles to
“promote and celebrate Black history”. The Committee also agreed to write to Heritage
& Cultural Exchange asking for an update on discussions for a permanent home for the

Tiger Bay collection, and any related issues.
3.8 P-05-1130 The Welsh Government should re-purchase and refurbish Coleg

Harlech

The Committee noted that the building has been sold on, and expressed the hope that
the new owners can work with campaigners to develop the site, for the benefit of the
community. The Chair noted the passion of petitioners who had written in support of

the petition. The Committee agreed to thank the petitioners and close the petition.
3.9 P-05-1133 Adapt the teacher training syllabus to include Transformational

Coaching and Emotional Intelligence

The Committee noted that the Minister has set out how he is attempting to support
education professionals through this extremely challenging time, the Committee

therefore agreed to thank the petitioner and close the petition.

4  Further discussion on the signature threshold

After considering all the data, and the recommendation of the predecessor committee,
Members agreed that a change in signature threshold for a petition to be considered
by the Committee was justified, and that this should be changed to 250 signatures.
Members also agreed to seek to make this change in threshold by the start of the New
Year in January 2022. The Chair will write to Business Committee recommending the

relevant change to Standing Order 23.4(i)

5 Motion under Standing Order 17.42(ix) to resolve to exclude the

public from item 5 of the meeting.

The motion was agreed.



6 Future workload planning

The Committee considered the forward work programme and agreed to invite
withesses to give evidence in relation to petition P-06-1224 Design a ‘Care Leavers
Plus’ Universal Basic Income pilot that includes a range of people. ” Evidence sessions

will take place on 15 and 29 November.



